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MAEP received 21 requests in excess of $42,000 – 8 were 
selected for $15,000 in grant money raised by MAEP… 

2013 MAEP Grant Awards 

Evaluations took into consideration: 
1. Hands-on environmental education 
2. Number of individuals reached 
3. Quality of the educational experience 
4. Geography and populations  
      (greatest impact and the 4 corners) 
5. Effort is made to fully fund programs 

to ensure viability of the program 



It’s not easy!  …but… 
 
1) Several applications were for health and nutrition 

education verses environmental education  
2) Others were non-specific in their requests to fund 

field trips – MAEP looks for specifics… 
3) Others were funding requests for post graduate 

research projects 
4) Some were material requests – not necessarily 

hands on related activities 
 

How do we make our determinations ???   

And the 2013 MAEP grants  
                             were awarded to… 



Clinton River Watershed Council  $    2,308.00   $    2,112.00  

Clippert Academy Magnet School  $    1,750.00   $    1,554.00  

Friends of the Rouge  $    2,320.00   $    2,124.00  

Friends of Thunder Bay  $    2,500.00   $    2,304.00  

Hawk Woods Nature Center  $    2,178.00   $    1,982.00  

Huron River Watershed Council  $    2,500.00   $    2,304.00  

Internat'l Wildlife Refuge Alliance  $    1,000.00   $       804.00  

New Buffalo Area Schools  $    1,012.00   $       816.00  

TOTAL   $  15,568.00   $  14,000.00  

2013 MAEP Grant Awards 

A shortfall of $196 to each applicant allowed us to fund 2 more programs 
while encouraging self-investment in the program 

                                                  PLUS $1,000 for MAEOE / MESTA 
                                               Conference Sponsorship 



CLINTON RIVER WATERSHED    $2,112.00 

Coordinate Two Annual Water Quality Monitoring 
Events - aligning the efforts of over 40 schools 
representing approximately 4,000+ students.  
These monitoring events are held in May and 
October. 



 Connects classroom science with the real world 

 24 years running 

 Over 100,000 students graduated  

 86 schools participated  

 Hundreds of teachers principals parents and 

corporate mentors  

 



MAEP grant will be used to continue to recruit and 

train new teachers – which gets more students involved… 



Clippert Academy  
1981 McKinstry  
Detroit, MI 48209 

$1,554.00 
Carmen Murray  

Memorial Pollinator Garden 

Clippert Academy is engaged in a conservation effort to 
provide habitat for the monarch butterfly and other 
pollinators and wildlife in Southwest Detroit.   

Students have been exploring ways in which 
they can help the environment.  They will 
work to acquire a compost bin, rain barrels, 
and bird houses to aid in that effort.  



Tracy Ortiz – is a dedicated environmental educator.   
Over the years she has provided her students with a variety of outdoor 
experiences: 
 
Urban Forest Stewardship Project - a project in which students restored 
and transformed an abandoned road in nearby park woodland to an 
interpretive trail.  Students completed an inventory of species along the 
trail, cleared away brush creating an accessible trail surface and created 
interpretive signs that will be used by the visiting public. 
  
Rouge Education Project - this project works with schools to engage 
students in the stewardship of the Rouge River which is the watershed 
in which our school is located.   Students gathered water, sediment and 
aquatic samples from the Rouge River to measure water quality using 
scientific assessments.    
  

“These hands-on experiences open up a new world of 
awareness and scientific inquiry into the health of our local 
environment.   I will use the school garden/outdoor 
classroom as a living laboratory. “ 



This grant will be used to purchase additional seating, 
signage, and supplies needed for the hands on activity 
of rearing monarch butterflies and maintaining the 
outdoor classroom.  



Programs 
• Rouge Rescue 
• Rouge Education Project (REP) 
• River Restoration Program 
• Benthic Macroinvertebrate Sampling 
• Frog and Toad Survey 

MAEP Grant will be used for the  
River Restoration Program: 
 

An educational program that offers 
workshops and hands on opportunites for 
residents to learn how to take care of the 
land along the river. 

http://therouge.org/


•Reducing stream bank erosion 

•Maintaining already installed grow zones 

•Filtering pollution from storm water run-off 

•Increased infiltration 

•Improving wildlife habitat  

•Promoting native plants  

•Improving overall water quality 

Grow Zone Maintenance Project  $2,124 
 

This project involves community partnerships in an effort to maintain  
an existing and established “grow zone” in the Rouge River Watershed.   
 

The project provides community education and hands 
on activity around the importance of: 

http://therouge.org/


Friends of Thunder Bay  -  $2,304.00  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97QmglNlmwU 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97QmglNlmwU


Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

Watershed Learning 

Cruise on Lake Huron 



Hawk Woods Nature Center 
Auburn Hills, MI 

 
Camping & educational 

experiences for urban &  
suburban youth. 

 
 

$1,982.00 



Cabins at  
Hawk Woods 

Built by Oakland 
Tech School in 

Clarkston 

Funding will provide outdoor 
educational experiences for 
Pontiac School Students. 

Michael Mansour –  
Founder &  
Naturalist Educator 





$2,304.00 

Place-based, hands-on education has been 
shown to be a very effective method of 
teaching and learning.   

For the past 5 years, HRWC has worked with an average of 

500 students, 100 parent chaperones, 10 teachers, and 50 

volunteers per year. Through program expansion, HRWC 

hopes to triple the participation over the next two years. 



    
 

 

Established in 2006, the International Wildlife Refuge Alliance is the "Friends" 

group for the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge (DRIWR).  

 
 
 

$804.00 

As a nonprofit organization, we provide:  

• community outreach & education programs 

• habitat restoration  

• volunteer staff & special events support 
• advocacy and fundraising 



The conference typically attracts approximately 300 
people, including 75-100 high school students.   
 
It is a one-day conference held every two years that 
brings together government managers, researchers, 
students, environmental and conservation organizations, 
and concerned citizens from the United States and 
Canada to assess ecosystem status and provide advice to 
improve research, monitoring and management.    
 
 Funding provides transportation and 

covers costs of reports provided to 
students who attend the conference. 

The State of the Strait Conference  



Goals of the State of the Strait conference are: 

• To involve high school students in a professional 
environmental conference in the bioregion where they live 

• To inspire them to enter the field by engaging them in a 
professional environmental conference experience on a 
university campus 

• To raise awareness of the health of the Detroit River and 
western Lake Erie  

• To encourage interaction, during the conference lunch, 
between U.S. (Southgate Anderson High School, Summit 
Academy, Detroit high schools) and Canadian (Windsor and 
Essex County) high schools on environmental issues common 
to both sides 

• To encourage students to become more involved in 
environmental science and restoration activities in their 
schools and communities…and to teach others. 



 MAEP  

 Sponsorship  
 

 

MAEOE/ 

MESTA 

2013 

Annual 

Conference 



The Heart of 
Harbor Country 

in Southwest 
Michigan 

Mr. Richard Eberly – Applicant            $816.00 
 
 

Michigan Science Teachers Association 
 

2014 High School Science Teacher of the Year 
 

Selected for using or modeling best 
practices, inspiring students, 
demonstrating innovative teaching 
strategies, being an excellent role 
model for students and other teachers, 
demonstrating leadership and 
exhibiting a passion for science and 
for teaching. 

http://www.nbas.org/
http://www.nbas.org/1N9COI7G
http://www.nbas.org/1N9COI7G


Design & Construction 
of Solar Heat Collectors 

Cutting Costs  
with Solar Energy 



New Buffalo Students with prototype of a  
Solar can heat collector 

Solar heat collector 



To date, students have built and 
installed about a dozen heat collectors 
and trained at least 100 individuals 
how to build and install their own.   
 
Desired Outcomes: 
1) Educate more of the public on the 

savings and advantages of pop can 
solar heat collectors 

2) Train the public how to build their 
own by producing a video of the 
construction and installation 
process to our website and Youtube       

3) Install collectors on the local 
township fire department to display 
the technology on a high profile 
building.  

 
“Can” cut heating  
expense by 50% 



CONGRATULATIONS  
2013 MAEP Grant Winners 

 
----------- 

 

Clinton River Watershed Council 

Clippert Academy Magnet School 

Friends of the Rouge 

Friends of Thunder Bay 

Hawk Woods Nature Center 

Huron River Watershed Council 

Internat'l Wildlife Refuge Alliance 

MAEOE / MESTA 

New Buffalo Area Schools 

Go forth and educate! 


