
Your support at the  

annual golf outing  

helped fund the following  

educational experiences  

for hundreds of youth  

throughout Michigan. 



GOLF OUTING  
   SPONSORS 

We couldn’t raise the  
Education Grant dollars  

without you!  



MAEP  received 22 grant requests in excess of $46,600   
     
          Selected 7 for a total of $15,281 in grant money… 

Evaluations took into consideration: 
1. Hands-on environmental experiential 

education 
2. Quality/uniqueness of the educational 
    experience (underserved populations) 
3. Geography and populations  
    (4 corners NSEW & greatest impact #’s ) 
4. Effort is made to fully fund programs 
    to ensure viability of the program 



The recipients of the  
2015 MAEP grants are: 

 
Chippewa Valley Schools (SE Mi) CRWC Streamleaders $949.00 

Detroit Public Schools / Drew Transition Center 
(Detroit)  Urban soil science and gardening $2,262.00 

Dollar Bay ( U P)  Environmental impact of mining $2,407.00 

Friends of the Rouge (SE Mi) Rouge Education Program $2,500.00 

MAEOE (Mi Alliance of Env and Outdoor Ed) Teacher 

Conference 
$1,000.00 

Mid-Michigan Environmental Action Council (Lansing) 
Water Quality Program $2,274.00 

U of M Dearborn (SE Michigan) Outdoor Ed for Visually 

Impaired $1,930.00 

Zeeland Public Schools  (West MI)  Outdoor Classroom $2,500.00 

$15,281  TOTAL 



Mr. Mike Lerchenfeldt 

7th & 8th Grade  
Math and Science  

Teacher 

AWARDED $949.00 to participate in 
CRWC Stream Leaders Program 







Awarded $2,262.00 

2015 TEACHER OF THE YEAR 



URBAN & HYDROPONIC GARDENING Hands-on Experiential 
Education and Skills Training for individuals with impairments  



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aG6IobWp51Y 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aG6IobWp51Y


Awarded $2,407.00 

     Environmental Education Lab Initiative (EELI) 





Our focus - hands on, inquiry based environmental education.    
 
Living in an area full of natural beauty, with lingering environmental damage 
from copper mining, we are in a unique position to study causes and effects 
of pollution, as well as mitigation of current and future environmental 
impact.  
 
Lab equipment would allow our class to work on solutions to the 
environmental damage in our area. 
  
Our work would involve student water sampling and analysis, both in the 
field, at a nearby remediated Superfund site, and back at our school lab with 
the lab equipment funds. 

Our desired outcome is for students to 
develop meaningful, deep connections 
between science concepts and real 
world applications.  Ultimately, our 
goal is for students to recognize the 
importance of proactive environmental 
stewardship.  



Before this lab work, our Life Science 
teacher was able to take some of our 
students to Torch Lake nearby for 
onsite water quality testing.  We will 
continue to use our new equipment in 
our lab studies.  The students are very 
much enjoying technology.  They are 
finding it very intuitive to use and I am 
seeing a deeper conceptual 
understanding already as a result.  I 
cannot express how fundamentally this 
lab technology assists us in a hands-
on, inquiry approach to Environmental 
Education.  We are so very 
appreciative! 

Jenny Butler-Meade 
Math & Science Teacher 
Dollar Bay-Tamarack City Area High School 



Multipdisciplinary  
Hands-on experiential 
Real-world education 
30 – 40 schools annually 

Awarded $2,466.00 



Learning about  
Watersheds 



110 Conference Attendees  - reached UP educators, 

professors, and environmental professionals!   

MAEOE received a $1,000 MAEP Grant 



Awarded 
$2,274.00  



• Physical Science  
• Advanced Earth Science 
 
Clubs & Extra-curricular Work  
* Earth Club/Students for Environmental Action 
  (environmental club) 
* Oceanography Club 
  (Great Lake Ocean Science Bowl) 
* Greenhouse Club 
* Science Department Chair 

Teacher Dave Chapman 







Awarded $1,930.00 



http://www.michigandifferencemakers.com/Donna_Posont 

DONNA’S STORY 
 
Donna Posont arrived to University of Michigan-Dearborn 
as a blind, nontraditional student. 
 
Needless to say, Donna faced some challenges early on in 
her college career. 
 
That includes learning how to operate a computer with 
speech software in order to communicate with her 
professors. 
 
But Donna wouldn’t let anything stand in the way of her 
dreams. So she pressed on toward her goal of sharing her 
love of nature with other blind people. 
 
“By pursuing my dream of learning nature and sharing the 
information, I also had instilled confidence in blind 
children that they could be successful at interacting with 
their natural environment,” she said. “I have made a 
difference in the lives of others by providing opportunities 
and activities that have increased their awareness of the 
world they live in.” 

That’s why Donna 
earned the title of 
“Difference Maker.” 

http://www.michigandifferencemakers.com/Donna_Posont




Awarded $2,000.00 

Riparian Enhancement Brower Drain 







The Zeeland East Wetland Area is a five-acre property, which was donated to Zeeland 
Public Schools by Mead Johnson and transformed into a functional wetland/outdoor 
learning center/community recreation area. 
 
This wetland area contains an open pond wetland, two streams, hiking trails, 
observations decks and an outdoor classroom area.  
 
Students from grades kindergarten through twelve use the area for hands on real life 
learning experiences and many people from the community use the trails for biking, 
hiking and observation of the flora and fauna in this beautiful setting. 

Since 2003, Jennifer Soukhome has taught a wetland 
ecology course that uses the area as their main classroom.  
 
The students are able to learn about the environment by 
observation and hands on work instead of from a text 
book in a classroom.  
 
They collect data on many attributes of the area, see the 
impact of a growing population on the plants and animals 
and share their knowledge and skills by becoming the 
wetlands teachers to elementary and middle school 
students. 

A Zeeland West High School science 
teacher has turned the labs she uses to 
teach students about wetlands into a 
manual that can be used by all high 
school science classes. 



Mrs. Soukhome has started an Advanced Placement Environmental Science class (APES), which after 
learning about remediation and restoration wrote a property management plan for the Zeeland East Wetland. 
 
The APES students spent time analysing data collected by previous years Wetland Ecology students in the 
areas of plant diversity, water quality and macroinvertebrate diversity to guide them toward making a list of 
improvements that could be made on the property. 
  
They spent time researching viable goals using Michigan Department of Natural Resource wetland property management 
guide as they planned out their goals for the property.  
 
They then wrote their goals, objectives and actions steps and presented the property management plan to our upper 
administration.  
 
The district’s high school principals, superintendent and director of buildings and grounds all are in support of the 
property management plan.  
 
The students then had their property management plan vetted with senior certified ecologists from Hope College, a local 
college in our area, which Mrs. Soukhome has worked with for ten summers. 
 
The Brower Drain, which is one of the streams on this property, is part of the Macatawa Watershed. This 
watershed area has received local, state and federal attention with the goal to lower the phosphate levels in 
Lake Macatawa, which drains into Lake Michigan.   The riparian soil and streambed soil, like all the soil in this 
watershed, is high in phosphorus. Much work has been done by Hope College and community organizations 
to limit the amount of sediment making its way to Lake Macatawa, thereby, lowering the phosphate levels. 
 
This project aims to increase the biodiversity of the Zeeland Public Schools East Wetland by re-establishing 
native vegetation there, which, in addition will help lower phosphate levels in the local watershed by 
decreasing erosion.  
 

Students will be responsible for the initial plantings and monitoring 
them. They will also collect biodiversity data that will be displayed in GIS 
maps. Fencing will be put in place to prevent trampling of the 
vegetation by hikers and bikers. 



10 days out of 19 spent outside in September 
11 days out of 20 spent outside in October 
6 days out of 20 spent outside in the wetland in November 



CONGRATULATIONS  
 

MAEP 2015 GRANT RECIPIENTS!!! 

Thank you for educating our next generation… 


